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Soutth Carolina
Essay Competition On Stopping
Insurance Fraud B Competition

Insurance  Fraud Essay m=

@ 4 Competition were honored ina =
B ceremony at the South Carolina
State House on November 15,

2005. The eight middle school
and eight high school winners
Top Officials Congratulates Essay Winners were SE!ECtEd from over a 100
participants. Students were required to write an essay on the theme

Insurance Fraud Essay Winners
Middle School Winners

“Why Should South Carolina Consumers Be Concerned About
Insurance Fraud?” The annual competition is held to raise
awarenessof how insurance fraud directly affects South Carolina
citizens and businesses.

During the ceremony the winners, teachers and other invited guests
heard congratulatory remarks and encouraging words from Allison
Love, Executive Director, South Carolina Insurance News Service;
Mike Gogan, President, South Carolina Insurance Fraud
Investigators; Henry McMaster, State Attorney General; Dr. Lonnie
Randolph, Interim Chair, Commission on Consumer Affairs;
Eleanor Kitzman, Director, South Carolina Department of
Insurance, and Brandolyn Thomas Pinkston, SCDCA Administrator.
The contest was sponsored by the South Carolina Department of
Consumer Affairs, South Carolina Attorney General’s Office, South
Carolina Insurance News Service,
South Carolina Department of
Insurance, Carolinas Chapter of
National Association of
Professional Employer
Organizations and the South
Carolina Insurance Fraud
Investigators.«

State Attorney General: Henry McMaster

Maulana Moore
Deondrea Glover
Candace Maynard
Kelcey McCoy

Mia Ulmer

Da'Shirelle Washington
Nia Avila

Chekella Waring

McCracken Jr. High School
Clark Middle School

Clark Middle School

Clark Middle School

Clark Middle School

Holly Hill Middle School
Holly Hill Middle School
Holly Hill Middle School

High School Winners

Alexandria Bahan
Nikki Caulder
Anna Lane

Anna Williams
Sierra Barnes
Joshua Tucker
Tarah Hooks
Heather Gaskins

Marion High School
Marion High School
Marion High School
Seneca High School
Scott's Branch

Marion High School
Marion High School
Timberland High School

#Congratulations!=

South Carolina Department of Consumer Affairs
3600 Forest Drive, Suite 300
PO Box 5757
Columbia SC 29250
803.734.4200 or 1.800.922.1594 toll free in SC

About the South Carolina Department of Consumer Affairs:
Established by the Consumer Protection Code in 1974, The South Carolina Department of Consumer Affairs represents the interests of South Carolina consumers.

Our mission is to protect consumers from inequities in the marketplace through advocacy, mediation, enforcement and education. For more information, visit www.scconsumer.gov.
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The Hil i day seasoni s hereandtheraceisontofindthat perfect gift for that specia

Egneone. Thr(])le'%éym hh?brpglri nal:rlérpartrrent of hQ)nsurrerréffai rs encoqrag(aers]dyouto
a savvy hal i S , sohere are sone hints to hel p you save ti ne and noney

wilestill purchasingthet gift that wll nakethis hdiday thebest one ever.

1 \ien shoppi ng consuner s shoul d keep track of what they are spendi ng.
Qedit cards are | oans and i npul se pur chases can add up. Save recei pts,
condp)are nonthly bills, and pronptly report any probl ens tothe credit
cardi ssuers.

2 Gft Grdsaretheneweasy gift givingideathis holiday season. Viien
purchesingthe g ft cardit isessentia toknowmether thereisanexpiration
dateandwhat that expirationdateis. Sud es showthat 20%of gift cards
reci pi ents never spend the entire anount. | n Novenber 2004, Gover nor
Mrk Sanford signed al awai ned at prot ecti ng consuners when gi vi ng gi ft
cards. Thelawstatesthat nerchants nust discloseadl terns and conditions.
It'sasoillegd tosdl gift cardsthat expires|essthanayear, unlessthe
expirationdaeisprintedonthecardin 10-point typein GH TAL LETTHRS

3 Forthat perfect gft that isnat soperfect, it’sasowsetobeavared the
refund and rest ocki ng pol i cy. Refunds, exchanges, and restocki ng fees are
al storepdicies, axdcanvary greatly frombusi ness t o busi ness. Rest ocki ng
fees are charges busi nesses useto cover the processing, handling, o resa e
deval ue of theorigina order if theitemis returned. Restocki ngfees can
range from10 — 20 percent of the i tempurchase price. Renenber once you
buy theitem youare bound by the store’ s policies. These pdicies canbe
found a the check out, custoner servicestations, or onyowr receipt. If you
don't seeacopy of thepaicy askfor it beforeyou buy.

4 nsuners shoul d bevare of “floating” checks. In2004 alawreferredto
as Geck 21, enadl edfinancia institutl ons and busi nesses t o send and recel ve
€l ectroni c copi es of checks. This process al | ows paper checks to convert
intoe ectronicinages, alowngtransacti onstohappena nost i nmedi at el y.
nsuner s shoul d al ways renai n anare of thei r account bal ances and t he
anount s and dat es of checks used. Thekey isnot towiteacheckif you
don't have t he noney t o cover the transaction.

5 Duringthe holi day season consuners shoul d a so be cauti ous of receiving
unnecessary | oans frompayday and advance f ee | oan conpani es. These
| oans have trenendousl y hi gh fees and i nterest rat e charges can reach as
hi gh as 391%APR

IBuyer l

| e Questions About a Business? |

| \\/ The South Carolina Department of Consumer Affairs' Buyer Beware List has answers. |

a Check the list at http://www.scconsumer.gov/buyer_beware_list.pdf in order to protect |

yourself as a consumer of products and services in South Carolina. I

You can contact the South Carolina Department of Consumer Affairsat www.state.sc.us/
consumer.

South C;\rolina
L, Fns maorks
l

| LifeSmarts is an educational program aimed to develop consumer and|
| marketplace skills for teenagers, grades 9™"-12t" grade. LifeSmarts teams|
I consist of four players, an alternate and one or two adults, who will serve asll
I coaches. Interested parties can still enter online until February 10, 2006.1
I Teams that advance to the state level will compete in Columbia, SC on Marchll
[ 3", with the winners representing the state in the national competition AprilI
I 22m-25% at Philadelphia, PA. For more information contact Sherry G. King,
LifeSmarts State Coordinator at 803.734.4195 or 1.800.922.1594.
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The U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission and Family
Dollar Stores Recall Spinning
Star Christmas Tree Topper

CPSC and the Family Dollar ¢
¥ Stores have issued as

voluntary recall of thee

Spinning Star Christmas Tree «

Topper. The item was sold at |
¢ the Family Dollar Stores from September 2005 ¢
. through December 2005 for $8.00. The tree:
« topper is a plastic star with gold or silver metallic
- finish. The center of the tree topper has clear §
. plastic center with a spinning disk with lights. J
* “X"'mas is written L.E.D. is written on the box. ¢
e The tree topper grg== can melt ore
< smoke near the * on/off switch, <
*which could = pose a fire?
*hazard. ¥ 4 Consumers are ®
. urged to stop using the:
« Spinning Star Christmas Tree Topper and return «
- it to the nearest Family Dollar Store for a full o
< refund. The consumers can also contact Family J
¢ Dollar at toll free at 800.547.0359 ext. 5365, ¢
. between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. ET Monday:
o through Friday, or visit their Website ate

+ www.familydollar.com. .
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